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GLASGOW AS IT WAS.

LASGOW City is the third in the United

Kingdom of Great Britain, and is noted

for not a few particulars in comparison

to others. It is a sea-port, has the

^ft% wealth of the world at its command, and has

&* a full supply of the mechanic mind to build

vessels of every size. It possesses institutions for

acquiring the knowledge of every art, and always the

teacher and the taught readily come together.

The trophies of the past still loiter at our doors, in

the footprints of the Roman legions that once trod

our streets, and their antecedents still speak in the

present as if to intimate the voice of the Omnipotent
—"What has been shall be, and there is no new

thing under the sun."
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The Ten divisions of the ancient Roman Empire

are collectively referred to in Dan. vii. 7, 20, 24, Rev.

xii. 3, xiii. 1, xvii. 3, 12 ; also in Isa. v. 10, vi. 13, Job

i. 1, 19, xlii. 13, 14, all of which are brought together

into one group in the words of one text, Luke xiii. 30
—"The first shall be last and the last first."

Great Britain, or Scotland, is the last in conquest,

but first in promise. Great Britain is early brought

into historical notice, and has retained it. Julius

Caesar first began its conquest in the year 55 B.C., and

successors without number followed in the train, till

Agricola in person, from 78 to 83 A.c, and after him

Lollius Urbecus, in the reign of Antonius Pius, 139

A.c, subjected the entire country under the Roman
power. To secure their conquest, each contrived to

build a wall of defence 36 miles and 630 yards long,

with a depth and breadth to secure its strength and

endurance. Many parts to this day retain its tale of

wonder, and some stones are within the University as

mementoes of the past. The wall was, first, a work

of defence against the native power beyond it, and,

second, to us a lesson to teach us our ancestry and

their tactics. Skill and science, with their conclusions,

were each carried out to perfection, proving that the

original of man was the same as seen around and in

us now.

The Romans thus began and retained their posses-
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sions in Scotland onward till the year 426, when they

at once gathered together and departed to their own

home in Italy. The Roman power in the world was

raised up to complete some great and unforeseen

works. How noticeably these words occur—" There

went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the

world should be taxed." All went to be taxed ; and

Mary, the mother of Jesus, the Saviour, among others.

At Bethlehem a meeting was fixed : angels, shep-

herds, wise men from the east were invited. The

decree of the Emperor brought the guests together.

Another meeting of a very different kind, with which

the Roman power had to do—a truly fearful work

—

is named — " Jerusalem shall be compassed with

armies ; and they (the Jews) shall fall by the edge of

the sword, and shall be led away captive unto all

nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the

Gentiles."

The amount of blessings and mercies to Scotland

from the Roman possession are without number. We
have our letters from them, and we were taught our

liberty of action, our freedom of thought, and above

all, our knowledge and reverence of Scripture truths.

This does appear strange. Rome was an idolatrous

nation and worshipped idols, and the author of " The

History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire " wrote his learned, instructive, and exhaus-
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tivc work to prove that Rome fell from one cause

—

the adopting of Christianity as the national creed,

and that this was the sole cause of its fall ! The

reasoning on his ideas is grand, but his conclusions

false and deceptive. The Jewish Theocracy was

never intended by the Divine Giver to be a New Tes-

tament guide. Different states required and received

different laws or commandments.

The emperors of Ancient Rome, that began with

Augustus, were very many, and of varied opinions on

law or rule
;
yet perhaps none of the number wras so

singular or so unfit for his high position as Constan-

tine, and—so much connected as he was by family

birth with our own loved Great Britain—what we

would have wished him to have been. Constantine

was one of an age. He had designs and actions,

without scruples, to execute. He was born, some

say, in Great Britain, A.D. 274, lived sixty-four years,

and passed through a sea of blood to his seat of

empire. He displaced everything around him, and

cared for no consequences. The Roman army

abroad, the land commerce at home, whether by sea

or otherwise, wrere each under his dictation. The

name of his father was Constantius, the family lived

at the Imperial Palace in York, and he had the com-

mand of the Roman legions against the Caledonians.

At the death of his father, the son was saluted as
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Augustus at York, in room of the deceased, by the

soldiers around him—a title that he ultimately

obtained. In 311 he published an edict prohibiting

the persecutions of Christians; and in 312, on the

29th October, he entered Rome after a sanguinary

battle, and was proclaimed Emperor by the Senate.

In 316-18 many new laws were established to protect

Christians, and in 321 an edict prohibiting any work

of any kind to be done on Sunday or Sabbath.

These kinds of changes were almost continuous
;
yet,

as a crowning one, he called a meeting of the Senate

at Rome, and, rising in their midst, with a loud and

authoritative voice, abolished idol worship. Here is

a marvel. The voice of one man moved a nation

—

but more, nations. A mandate was written to every

kingdom or state, in their own tongue, to obey ; and

none, except one in Egypt, for a time objected.

Constantine's household was first in the roll. His

mother, Helena, became a heroine and a traveller to

Palestine, and then to Caledonia—a part of Great

Britain. The temples of idolatry soon became of the

past within every division of the empire. In 528

there was only one idolatrous temple left, and

destroyed at Casseno, in Italy. Constantine in 330

removed to Constantinople, which remained a Roman
city till 1453, when taken by the Turks. He orna-

mented it and made it for a time a united city, with
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his principles of faith and practice guiding every one.

All passed away as a shadow. Yet here we have in

the acts of an emperor of Ancient Rome the emanci-

pation of the world—the one great boon to old Cale-

donia.

The Romans remained in Caledonia nearly a hun-

dred years after this notable change. The new life,

proclaimed by word and deed, gave origin to the

people named Culdees. The Scriptures, as then

known, were introduced and published to suit all

inquirers. Scotland was the chosen of Providence to

be what it is now—the guide of the world. Her

work began in the centre of Roman influence. Never

was such a marvel. Nations brought under as one

man ! The limited supply of Scripture circulated, and

no one to say a word against it ! Every idol and

temple shut, and every priest dismissed ! This gave

life and courage to the people named Culdees, and no

sooner were the Romans withdrawn in 426 than a

mission to Ireland was proposed and carried out by

St. Patrick (so named), who, with his wife and party,

sailed and returned with high spirits at their success

and increase of number ; and in 563 to Iona, with

Columba at their head, and re-commenced their work

of love and of duty. Here was a double movement

at once. Both set to work. There was no hindrance.

The Bible was an acknowledged book.
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The steps of progress to bring about such results, to

the honour of old Scotland, were continued for years,

and the chief agent was the Roman Empire. The

perfecting of every point terminated in Scotland, and

Glasgow city was even then a centre. The number

of adherents must have been considerable. The

Clyde was not then what, it is now, yet it was like a

flood-gate to the Hebrides, with its 300 islands—even

to St. Kilda, with its lonely city of 88 inhabitants,

and visited only once a-year. The Clyde then, as

now, marked out our home—our city—as the field of

operation preparing. The all-wise and ever-gracious

Author of every good to the world moved every mind

to action. Scotland was made the early instrument

anticipatory of a coming day. This was truly a light

to lighten the Gentiles, when the promise—" Arise,

shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the

Lord is risen upon thee "—was seen, and gladdened

the heart of many in the past, and does so still.

A similitude of action and of effect immediately

began by both parts, and produced much cheering

effect. The Orkney and Shetland islands were

visited, and every part of Arran and Bute, in which

settlements were made. Both sides of the Clyde

were under the Roman sway—Paisley, Renfrew, and

Govan on the one side, and East and West Kil-

patrick, Dalmuir, Dumbarton, Kirkintilloch, and Dun-
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tocher on the other. Glasgow was quite a centre.

Here was Kentigern or St. Mungo. He was placed

about the year 560. He was born at Culross in 510,

and died on January 13,611. He was educated by

one Servanus, at Orkney, and by another at Wales.

His remains were committed to a stone-chest, and

detained in our Cathedral. There was at that time

another congregation at Inchinnan, Govan ; and also

at Tynninghame, a congregation under St. Baldred

from St. Mungo. Throughout all Scotland there

were very many such congregations, yet the one at

Melrose excelled both in number and in service. The

town and country around were full of Culdees, and

practically proved the effects of their faith. The

work of removal was begun and completed by the

one same agency that began it, viz., by the Queen

Margaret from England, who was allied by marriage

to King Malcolm Canmore. The marriage took

place in 1070 at Dunfermline. The Queen was

daughter of the King of England, who having lost

the battle of Hastings, in Sussex, England, in 1066,

by the Duke of Normandy, his family took refuge in

Scotland, and shortly became allied to the throne of

Scotland, with all their apprehensions of a difference

of faith and of practice. At the request of the

Queen and her new associates, a monastery wras

founded to receive thirteen Culdee ministers. A
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union was thus attempted, but failed. The King,

the Queen, and the Court soon changed their tactics.

The Culdees were entrapped. Gradually benefices

were bestowed, and monks were increased from

England, till at last David II., the King's son, in 1 124

seized the remaining Culdees and forced them to

confinement—such as at the Isle of St. Serf, Loch-

leven, Kinross. Their books were taken from them

—Genesis, Song of Solomon, the Gospels, and the

Acts of the Apostles. Excluded from the world,

they soon died and left not a tale behind. The

leagued party increased in number and in boldness,

and closed up every one who regarded any approach

to divine rule of obedience.

The year 1560 began a nation's change. Scotland

was made free. All the powers of persecution and of

violence were shut up. A screen of protection sur-

rounds old Caledonia. She may be oppressed and

maligned, but she cannot always be so. The Picts,

the Scots, and the Irish were the common tribes or

people that took the name Culdees, and these inhabi-

ted the North of Scotland, the North of England, and

the North of Ireland, and Columba is credited to

have had under his care 300 churches. His boat was

always in order to sail, and he was well supported by

colleagues such as the Venerable Bede. The extent

and effect of the excellent work on the mind and
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habits of the people is the best of all criterions, and

will ever retain the fair fame of old Caledonia. Bede,

though of the North of England, lived by his pen in

the hearts of the friends far and near. He was born

in the North of England 672, and departed 735. His

life and study had one object—to translate the

original languages into the Saxon or English, that

every one might read for himself the living word of

the True God.

At the time of the Roman possession of Scotland,

Inveresk, or the town of Musselburgh, had a Pretor-

ium or house of public business, at which tidings

from head-quarters came, and were discussed. This

was a centre of business and of officials. The

remains of this Pretorium still stand in the parish

church at Inveresk, and its surroundings—Fisherrow,

the old stone bridge, the harbour, the haugh, and

whole town. Inveresk must have been more than an

ordinary place of business, from its nearness to York

and consequent frequent communication with all the

designs and changes introduced by Constantine, the

Emperor. By his orders, every idol's temple was

destroyed, and an appearance of Christian worship

introduced and retained till the ejection of the Cul-

dees in 1 124. Inveresk was no secondary centre. A
highway between Glasgow, both by sea and by land,

still retains its marks as a line of no ordinary traffic,
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and, doubtless, the origin and continuance of civil

and religious liberty from the same one source.

Musselburgh was a burgh

When Edinburgh was nane ;

And Musselburgh '11 be a burgh

When Edinburgh's gane.
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HE Bible, without note or comment, is its

tower of strength and safe-guard. The

British and Foreign Bible Society was

formed in London on 7th March, 1804,

and has nobly acted continuously since, and,

2r to the credit of the friends, have circulated in all

countries in their native tongue the immense number

of copies— 100,035,933 ; and, to the credit of old

Glasgow, this is the seventy-first year of being reck-

oned as an auxiliary to the parent institution. With

the liberal aid from joint agencies in almost every

one of the thirty-three shires in Scotland, the Society

in Glasgow and in Edinburgh, joined under the name

of the National Bible Society, have rendered at the

last year or session of labour the noble figure of
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,£29,876 14s. iod., and have individually circulated

508,238 copies of the Scriptures into twenty-one coun-

tries at home and abroad. At the last meeting lately

held in Edinburgh, the most gratifying fact was

stated, that the issues — beyond half a million—
amounted to 557,475—an increase upon the previous

year of 49,237—and the funds for the year amounted

to ^29,876. We must say, Noble Scotland, or noble

Britain ! What a cementing power is thus estab-

lished in our land! Scotland, with its 320 auxiliaries,

is a seed-bed to the world. Besides the home circle,

we have in Scotland the Japan and Corea countries

under our immediate care of supply to the increasing

call for the Word of God in their own letter or lan-

guage, and, by the aid of 320 auxiliaries, we can

supply.

In the year 1445 an event in reference to Bible-

printing burst forth on the world through John

Guttenb'erg, a German. He brought out the first

printed copy of the Bible, after seven years' labour.

He began in 1438 and devoted his time with assist-

ants, in cast-metal type, to print in the Latin lan-

guage at the town of Strasburg ; and England, in

London, by William Caxton in 1474, introduced the

invention, and against every opposition succeeded.

Scotland in the roll is next, and Thomas Bassandyne,

a native, has the merit in 1558 to issue from his press
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the first copy of the Bible in Edinburgh, with the

Apocrypha
; and Glasgow, next in order, with

Andrew Anderson's name and honour attached, in

167 1—the first native copy of the Book of Life.

This march of triumph at home and abroad is

intervened by an uncommon incident in our own city.

King James VI. of Scotland, or I. of Great Britain,

after being settled in London, addressed within, on

cover, in large beautiful letters
—

" The Heigh Kirk of

Glasgow from James I. 1625." The present was an

unthought gift of one so near us, and is an oddity.

It is in black letter, and a large quarto in double

columns, bound in oak boards three-quarters of an

inch thick, and covered on back with sealskin. It is

281bs. in weight, and furnished with iron clasps to

fasten it to the pillar in the Cathedral. The book-

was printed by Robert Barker, the King's printer,

and read to the assembly of the people daily in Glas-

gow. This Bible was long in the possession of a Mr.

Clark, Glasgow, and is still in safe keeping ; and on

the visit of the Queen, Prince Consort, and Princess

Royal (nth August, 1849), the book was brought to

the Cathedral for examination. In 1625 it was a

day's wonder. There was at that time few readers,

and not a type printer in Glasgow. The King's

present was kept in a chest : few even went to hear it

read. The contrast with the past is a marvel almost,
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and makes us glad, and tdlbs its tale of what our city

once was and now is. At present Glasgow has no

compeer. Our citizens have come to the front, and

are worthies ever, not less as type printers, but as

Bible printers.

The ancient Bibles within the Glasgow University,

at Grlmorehill, are comparable with any in the king-

dom, and its late addition, from our own citizens, is

to our credit. Within the Hunterian Museum in the

University there is a rare and valuable collection of

ancient manuscripts and antique Bibles : a work of

the Venerable Bede, 735 ; a Psaltery of the 10th cen-

tury ; a translated edition of Boethius' " De Consola-

tione " of 1385, also Wycliffe's New Testament, and a

small Bible written on vellum, of the same century ; a

Brevarium Romanum (having the borders most

exquisitely decorated with miniaturesj of 1404; 13

works of Caxton, one of them "The Lives of the

Holy Fathers, 1475," and a Bible in 2 vols., upon

paper, printed at Nuremburg, with illustrated borders,

and done by the hand, in the same year. Besides the

above-named, there are other Bibles and books of

1410, 1455-7, 1462, 1471, 1518, which, for beauty of

letter, freshness of colour, texture of parchment or

paper, and legibility of text or figure, are comparable

to any such in any museum in the United Kingdom.

Within a more recent date, two of our memorable
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citizens have added to our store of Bible relics as

under:—Dr. William Hunter, born in 171 8 at Long

Calderwood, East Kilbride, near Glasgow. He was

educated at Glasgow, but practised in London. He
died in 1783, leaving, by will, his immense collection

in anatomy, a choice library of Greek and Latin

works, a cabinet of the rarest medals, which alone

cost him ^23,000, and numerous objects of natural

history, with ^8,000 to aid in keeping them entire

—

in all, valued at ,£130,000.

The College Library was most unprecedentedly

increased in the gift that more immediately concerns

the main object of the Bible Society. Mr. William

Euing passed his life here in collecting old and rare

Bibles and Testaments, and left by will the entire

amount to the library of his native city. Mr. Euing

departed this life on May 12th, 1872, aged 86 years,

and has, by his gift, opened a new field for study and

research on the history of the Book Divine, through

the open door of our own Glasgow University. His

gift is as follows :—606 separate editions of the

English Bible, beginning with the very earliest ; 200

English New Testaments; 250 Bibles and Testaments

together
; 576 separate versions of the Book of

Psalms; 132 editions of Latin Bibles and Testaments
;

207 of Greek Bibles and New Testaments ; 80 editions

of French, and 100 of Spanish, Dutch, Danish,
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Swedish, German, Italian, and Icelandic. To these

is added the original of the first specimen of type-

printing in Glasgow, named " The Protestation of

1638," and also the first New Testament printed in

Glasgow, by Robert Sander, in 1666. To these

invaluables, as a rich field of reference and guidance,

Mr. Euing added a gift of ;£io,ooo. The authorities

of our city have thoughtfully planted a rich and

attractive rose-bed of beauty near the entrance into

the University, that Nature and Art should be joined

into one. No idea is more suitable—the sight, the

fragrance, and the intellect are equally refreshed and

enjoyed by every stranger, and each tells the tale of

wonder to be seen and enjoyed in the Capital of the

West.

What a mighty change has come over our city !

Instead of one huge Bible, with its oaken boards and

lock and key, in our Cathedral, to be opened and

daily read to the people, we have the Bible in every

house. The movement is not of nor by man, and

must and will go on. " The handful of corn on the

top of the mountain hath indeed flourished as

Lebanon."
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UNDER PROMISE AND UNDER LAW.

HERE are two points of New Testament

revelation in the 6th chapter of Isaiah to

note the word and will of the Lord Jesus

Christ — "I saw also the Lord sitting

upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his

^ train filled the temple. Above it stood the

seraphims (or churches) : each one had six wings
;

with twain he covered his face, with twain he covered

his feet, and with twain he did fly." Here is the

Lord Jesus enthroned and dispensing his six New
Testament ordinances, as reported in full in the Gos-

pel of John xiii., xiv., xv., xvi., and xvii. Six in

number, in twain or two together. Jesus took bread,

gave thanks, and did the same with the wine. Cov-

ering his face, as Isaiah says, and proceeding to the
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second twain, " teaching and admonishing," or cover-

ing the feet, in the Lord Jesus beginning, and

followed by Peter, Thomas, Philip, and Judas. At

last all his disciples joined him, and so covering the

feet by teaching how to. walk, so as to please God
;

and then the last twain in the 17th of John in prayer

and in praise, as Isaiah has the words, " with twain he

did fly ; " and the embodiment of the Divine mind in

this whole chapter has no equal. Every child of God

on this earth is included—wrapped up in rolls— I in

them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect

in one—the union of God in man. Never on earth

was such a prayer uttered, and every part of it must

be fulfilled or realised, seen and exemplified, not

merely in parts, but also in the whole. The attitude

of kneeling in prayer is seen done by Jesus in Luke

xxii. 41-45, and in Solomon as his type, 2 Chro'n. vi.

13, and in Stephen as his disciple, Acts vii. 59, 60
;

also in Peter and Paul, testifying that Jesus did that

which he wished his disciples to follow. One act is

yet to follow—" He sung a hymn and went out,"

Matt. xxvi. 30. This one act closed the service.

No addition whatever, and only one hymn sung,

such as

—

Glory unto Jesus be,

From the curse he made us free

;

All our guilt on him was laid

—

He the ransom fully paid.
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Every one part of the figure is capable of enlarge-

ment, and its position in the vision is at once attrac-

tive and complete. The Tenth will return and

present a new stability that an oak does, and man-

kind would eat of its return. This figure is the guide

of the prophet in all else he has written of the latter

day. The utterances of Isaiah begin at chapter iv,,

and flow onward to chapter lv. " In that day " is

in every song—a return of a new tabernacle to shelter

against every storm ; and in the last quoted, the flow

of mercy by the Divine speaker is unspeakable and

full of glory—" So shall my word be ; it shall not

return to me void, but it shall accomplish that for

which I sent it." Isaiah is more like a New Testa-

ment apostle than an Old Testament prophet. " I

will say to the North give up, and to the South keep

not back. Bring my sons from afar, and my daugh-

ters from the ends of the earth."

Then there is another part in the same 6th chapter

as clear and noted as this already given. Great

Britain, or England, Scotland and Wales, constituted

one of the ten divisions of Ancient Rome, and does

so still, and our united divisions are named the Tenth,

or one of the Ten. The struggle has been great and

frequently mysterious to make it so, and has been

purposed to be ready for the present time to fulfil its

special destiny in this, the latter day. Isaiah was an
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Old Testament prophet, and knew little or nothing

beyond Palestine, his sphere of duty or of action
;

yet in chap. vi. he is made to note of men and things

beyond his sphere of action or of knowledge. He
prophesies " YET IN IT SHALL BE A TENTH, and it

shall return and be eaten : as a teil tree or an oak

whose substance is in them, when they cast their

leaves, so the holy seed shall be the substance

thereof." The whole chapter is a most interesting

one as a future delineation of many things. This lat-

ter part is remarkable. That which was to arise was

to be like an oak tree, with a substance in it, would

return, would be eaten, would be a holy seed, and

would revive. How very definite, and how fore-

telling !

The Lord Jesus takes up the question and dilates

on it with sufficiency and delight. " They shall come

from the east and the west, from the north and the

south, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

in the kingdom of God ; " and " The beggar died and

was carried by angels to Abraham's bosom," and

" To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise," are

comments of the mercy of God to man, and exalt the

work of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. John, one of the

disciples, was cast into a prison in an isle named

Patmos, for acknowledging the work and power of

his Saviour. Little did he anticipate the presence of
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the Lord, or expect the words addressed. Jesus

knew all about him. He descends in shining glory

and utters the words, " FEAR NOT, I am the first and

the last : I am He that liveth and was dead, and be-

hold I am alive for evermore, amen ; and have the

keys of hell and of death " (Rev. i. \j). Never were

utterances like to these. God in man reveals Him-

self the first and the last, and alive for evermore,

having the keys of hell and of death, and the same

yesterday, to-day, and for even Upon this revelation

of Himself is founded the whole of the truths in the

Book of the Revelation. Chapter after chapter is

from the same one speaker, vested with all the pre-

rogative of this fountainhead of power and of

authority. In chapters iv., v., vi., and vii., he contin-

ues to enlarge and to confirm. He (the Lord Jesus)

invites John in a vision of the Church in heaven, and

also on earth—twenty-four seats to represent the Old

and the New Testament Churches, then the four

beasts as Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John with their

six wings, or unfolding the six ordinances of the

Church, as collectively giving praise, honour, and

glory to the sitting One upon the throne, who liveth

for ever and ever. Chapter v. contains one aspiration

of praise to Jesus by the invited inhabitants of the

whole earth. The struggle of contention against the

Saviour Jesus and His work of salvation must cease,
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and the anthem of praise given to Him alone—His,

and His for ever.

The number of the tribes of Israel is on the roll,

with the special and extended addition at the bottom,

so noticeable and attractive
—"After this I beheld,

and lo a great multitude, which no man could num-

ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and

tongues, stood before the throne, and before the

Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their

hands ; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation

to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto

the Lamb. And the angels stood round about the

throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and

fell before the throne on their faces and worshipped

God, saying, Amen ; blessing, and glory, and wisdom,

and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might

be unto the Lord our God for ever and ever, Amen."

To this subduing and unparalleled scene of divine

mercy to the sons of men is added in a new form, in

Rev. xxi. 10—"Come hither," said an angel to John,

" and I will show you the bride—the Lamb's wife
;

and he carried me away in the spirit to a great and

high mountain, and showed me that great city, the

holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

having the glory of God," with the names of the

twelve tribes of the children of Israel, and following

the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. The two great
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bodies joined unto one, and each signified by precious

stones— Jasper, Sapphire, Chalcedony, Emerald,

Sardonyx, Sardius, Chrysolite, Beryl, Topaz, Chryso-

poprasus, Jacinth, Amethyst—the twelve foundation

stones of the wall of the city ;
" and the city had no

need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it
;

for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is

the light thereof." The twelve stones are the twelve

Apostles, and here the first is Jasper, and is the last in

the twelve stones of Aaron's breast-plate (Exodus

xxviii. 17), which, for beauty in colour and in attrac-

tion, are incomparable. As for value, each is above

price. To point out, in a measure, there is one of

them, named Sapphire, in Isa. liv. 11 — " O thou

afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, be-

hold I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and will

lay thy foundations with SAPPHIRES "— intimating

safety, strength, and confidence in your trust ; or as

in the next verse—" The mountains may depart and

the hills may be removed, but my kindness shall not

depart from thee for henceforth, even for ever." For

eleven times that one word, Sapphire, is used in sep-

arate texts, and always with one refreshing result
;

and if one word, how much more the words in Rev.

xxi. They are full of glory, thanksgiving, and

power.

To those who believe the truths of the Bible, there
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is not any doubt of their fulfilment. Nothing can

fail. Once spoken, it is for ever settled. To have

one standard of faith is essential as a guide, when we

know that one word of faith is in every text.

" Search the Scriptures/' said the Saviour, " for they

are they which testify of Me." Here is a refuge, as

well as a command. " Come unto Me, and ye shall

find rest to your soul," is another of His sayings.

Faith in the Speaker is an essential ingredient—first,

his ability or power to give rest to the soul, and to

retain its influence in time and in eternity. Rest is

obtained by a look or by a trust. The soul seeks or

desires such, and can find it only in or by faith or

trust in Jesus, who invitingly said, " Come unto Me."

The Scriptures is the only treasure of eternal life.

They are not of or from man. They merely contain

the message of God. No other book has any such

claim, and no other has, nor can obtain, the high dig-

nity, nor give the award. Two special things must

follow to Scotland—first, by having the Scriptures,

and second, sending them forth.

The song of the redeemed in heaven and on earth,

with the testimony of Old and New Testament

heroes of the Lord : Isaiah, Daniel, Malachi, Paul,

John, David ; the song of Chapter v. and Chapter

vii. of Revelation is one, and must lead the mind

direct to the Lord. No obstructions :

—



2$ GLASGOW AS IT SHALL BE.

Jesus, Thou art the Living One,

The First, the Last, the great I Am ;

Redemption's work Thou didst complete,

And trod our foes beneath thy feet.

Thou hast removed the ancient law

—

Its types, its shadows, and its awe

—

Most full atonement made for sin,

And perfect righteousness brought in.

Thou art our Lord, our life, our love,

Our song below, our song above ;

And we, thy saints, sing round thy throne,

For Thou art worthy —Thou alone.

Glory unto Thee, our King,

Crowns unfading on Thy head,

Jesus is the name we sing-

Jesus risen from the dead,

Jesus, conqueror o'er the grave,

Jesus mighty now to save.

We behold Thee high exalted,

Glory beaming from Thy face
;

By Thy angels all adored,

God of righteousness and grace—

Giving life and light to all,

Who upon Thy name do call.

Jesus, in Thy name we meet,

Thy remembrance to renew,

And we sit around Thy feet,

With Thy promise full in view.

Glory, honour, praise, and power,

Lord, are Thine for evermore.

One of the sweetest songs to the Israel of love on

earth in their journey home. There is no text in
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Scripture history more cheering and so conclusive in

its detail on our subject" than is found in ch. xxxv. of

Isaiah : God in mercy to man hath in it left a legacy

of forethought to cheer the drooping spirits of His

people, to enable them to meet the day or time named,
" The year of recompenses for the controversy of

Zion." The 35th chapter stands as a contrast to the

36th, and begins with its sweet tone of mercy, " The

wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for

them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the

rose." " It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice

even with joy and singing : the glory of Lebanon

shall be given unto it : the excellency of Carmel and

Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord and

the excellency of our God." The style of the promise

is quite subduing, and warms the heart ; figures in

nature are attractive and convincing, but the next

verse is more so :
" Strengthen ye the weak hands,

and confirm the feeble knees." "And they stoned

Stephen ; calling upon God and saying, Lord Jesus,

receive my spirit : and he kneeled down and cried

with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their

charge : and when. he had thus said he fell asleep."

Never was the descent of Divine Mercy to man more

sensibly felt as witnessed in Stephen, and a visible

witness of Ps. xlvi. 1-5.

Chapter xii. of Daniel is a closing one to the book,
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and includes most momentous and conclusive state-

ments. "There shall be a time of trouble such as

never was since there was a nation. . . . Many shall

run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

. . . Many shall be purified and made white, and

tried, but the wicked shall do wickedly. . . . Blessed

is he that waiteth and cometh to the end of the

days." Daniel was a servant of the living and true

God, and is admitted to the council of the future.

u Go thy way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and

sealed till the time of the end." Repeated in all its

force and beauty in Mai. iii. 13-18, yet standing as a

voice of entreaty to one and all of our city that is

taken into the list of hearers addressed. The words

were written 3398 A.M., in Babylon of old, by direct

communication from " The Great Prince which stand-

eth for the children of thy people," as the voice of the

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who said in other

words, " Go into all the world and preach the Gospel

to every creature. He who believeth and is baptised

shall be saved, and he who believeth not shall be con-

demned," and is addressed individually to all men,

without distinction of sex or party.

This is one beautiful delineation of the Divine

Mind, or of the Divine Purpose, regarding the pres-

ent good and eternal happiness of the creature

man. The Most High, in and by His Son, gives
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peace to the world, sympathy of one man to another,

and makes the fruits of the earth contribute their part

to the general good. Yet, above all, " His Name
shall endure for ever : His Name shall be continued

as long as the Sun : men shall be blessed in Him : all

nations shall call Him Blessed." The goods to the

body flow to the soul. Time and eternity join in one.

His Name is all in all.

Glasgow, as a city, is fast returning to what it has

been. The Word and Will of God have been revered

and obeyed, and the second Seed shall come to life

again. No more battles like that of the past. Peace

is the Rule fixed by Jesus. Wars, fightings, conten-

tions are not of God, but are of the enemy. He once

said, " My kingdom is not of this world, or then would

my servants fight." Faith and works must go to-

gether. An abiding union is of God, and the opposite

is of the enemy. The characteristics of the present

age are divisions founded on misunderstanding the

will and purpose of the God of love and of peace.

The hosts in heaven above are of one mind and of

one feeling, and the Church on earth must be the

same. Death is a stream from the one state to the

other. The unity begins here, and continued in the

world beyond time.

The 22nd Psalm is truly a feast of fat things, and

full of marrow. The work of the sinner's substitute
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is pointed out in almost every verse, and the full com-

pletion of victory in meeting the foe and conquering

him. In verse 27th a pause is made and. a promise

revealed. " All the ends of the world shall remember

and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the

nations shall worship before Him ;" or, "A seed shall

serve ; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a genera-

tion." The first and second verses are joined with

these, 27th and 28th, and in the 29th it is added, " All

they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship."

As written, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and

be satisfied : by his knowledge shall my righteous

servant justify many, for he shall bear their iniqui-

ties ; therefore will I divide him a portion with the

great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong
;

because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and

he was numbered with the transgressors ; and he

bare the sins of many, and made intercession for the

transgressors."

Glory unto Jesus be,

From the curse He made us free,

All our guilt on Him was laid,

He the ransom fully paid.

What a precious word is given to Daniel !
" O

Daniel, Servant of the Living God!" (Dan. vi. 20); or

of" Paul, a Servant of Jesus Christ, an apostle" (Rom.

i. 1) ; or still, of " Jude, the Servant of Jesus Christ, to
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them who are sanctified." What a profound saying,

that one uttered by the Lord Jesus, " I am the Good

Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of

mine;" u and other sheep I have which are not of

this fold, them also I must bring, and they shall hear

my voice, and there SHALL BE ONE FOLD AND ONE

shepherd " (John x. 14-16). The mind of the reader

is at rest by these words. God speaketh of and to

his friends, and a perfect union is formed and acknow-

ledged. No rebels in the camp of the living God
;

and one work of God at the present age is to " purify

to Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works "

(Titus ii. 14), or to gather into one fold those spoken

of in John x. 16, or in the words, " the parched ground

shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of

water."

Paul as an Apostle was equal to any Prophet of

old times in his revelations of the Divine Mind : one

is in Heb. xii. 22, " Ye are come to Mount Zion, and

unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru-

salem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to

the general assembly and church of the first-born,

which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of

all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and

to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant, and to

the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things

than that of Abel." The words are new and the facts

3
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sublime. The redeemed from among men are here

together as a general assembly, the church of the first-

born, and then an innumerable company of angels
;

and the writer is made to say, ye are come to be one

of such a host. Here we are made to wonder and to

adore. Men on earth joined with the hosts of heaven.

Says the writer, " ye are come," a present possession
;

for, says the same writer, " I am persuaded that

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,

nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,

nor height nor depth, nor any other creature shall be

able to separate us from the love of God which is in

Christ Jesus our Lord." The standard memorial is

—

" My grace is sufficient for thee," or " my strength is

made perfect in weakness."

Rev. chap. vii. is the beginning of a new era. The

four corners of the earth are named, and an angel is

to come from the East, and enjoined to do a certain

work. This command is similar, being the same as

given to Ezekiel xlvii. 1-12. Here is a north-east side

of water-flow descriptive of a new life for all within its

influence. Waters were to flow from the sanctuary

that were to glorify God and to benefit men. The

prophet and the apostle were under one influence as

to time and place, and both tell us of a new fact of

the dealings of God with men. The whole wrorld is

now a new field ; and the words of the Lord, " Go ye
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unto all the world and preach the gospel/' was never

so- fulfilled and applied as now. This 7th of Revela-

tion is a revelation. The one point—the work of

redemption by the death and life of the one Saviour

Jesus—was nowhere so set forth.

The prophet Malachi is most full of the Divine

utterances on the state of the Gentile world and their

recovery. In chapter i. II, " From the rising of the

Sun even to going down of the same, my name shall

be great among the Gentiles ; and in every place

incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure

offering ; for my name shall be great among the

heathen, saith the Lord of hosts." No words can be

more express than these used of extent, of influence,

or of hallowed infusion of truth. The whole world

shall have one pure offering. Then " they that feared

the LORD spake often one to another : and the LORD
hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance

was written before him for them that feared the LORD
and that thought upon his name. And they shall be

mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I

make up my jewels : and I will spare them as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him" (Mai. in.

16, 17). Here are God's people on earth. How
characteristic—" spake often one to another !

" Their

meeting was witnessed_ in heaven, and written down

in the book of remembrance ; and the sound or words
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issued, " They shall be mine, saith God the Lord

when I make up my jewels.'' Union in time and

union in eternity. The Lamb's wife, adorned inter-

nally and externally, made all lovely as one of her

husband's jewels. Make up, or collect, my scattered

ones into one sheepfold, with the one Shepherd of

Israel over them.

The words of promise are given positively and

without doubt. " Then shall the lame man leap as

an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing ; for in the

wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the

desert. And the parched ground shall become a

pool, and the thirsty lands springs of waters. In the

habitation of dragons, where each lay shall be grass,

with reeds and rushes." What a change ! God alone

could foresee and foretell. This is a promise, and

pleasing in the sight of God, and truly for the good,

the happiness of man. "And a highway shall be

there, and a way, and it shall be called the way of

holiness ; the unclean shall not pass over it ; but it

shall be for those : the wayfaring men, though fools,

shall not err therein." The two last verses of this

beauty-spot—this field of roses—God's garden plants

—are imperishable as parts of the glories and delight

of the gracious God in His communications with the

sons of man. " Say to them that are of a fearful heart,

be strong; fear not; behold, your God will come with
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vengeance, even God with a recompense : he will

come and save you." This is the voice of God.

This is a revealing of His purpose. The words

were penned by Isaiah in the year 713 before

Christ, and now we are reading them in 1885

after Christ, as a part of the unfulfilled vision

to be seen, felt, and enjoyed in this the latter day.

But the prophet goes on—" Say to them that are of a

fearful heart, be strong ; fear not : behold, your God

will come with vengeance, even God with a recom-

pense, he will come and save you." God's dealings

in. the world are here depicted, but more especially

those in Scotland, or even in Glasgow, and every

word here uttered is thus addressed—"Then the

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of

the deaf shall be unstopped." This is definite, not

doubtful. The blind shall see and the deaf shall

hear; and " No lion shall be there, nor any raven-

ous beast shall go up thereon : it shall not be found

there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And
the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come

to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their

heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sor-

row and sighing shall flee away." This concluding

word of the Lord, by Isaiah, here is finely enlarged

in another paragraph, lv. 10, 11—"As the rain

cometh down and the snow from heaven, and return-
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eth not thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it

bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the

sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be

that goeth forth out of my mouth : it shall not return

to me void, but it shall accomplish that which I

please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I

sent it." This whole chapter is like the song sung in

the courts of Heaven, when " Enoch walked with

God, and was not, for God took him."

In the Glasgow Herald of 17th April, 1885, there

was given, through a meeting of the Archaeological

Society, a new idea of the meaning of the word

" Glasgow," by the examination of the estimable Mr.

Macgeorge, whose authority is always of weight on

such matters ; and the turn of inquiring is that the

word means in a divided and collective sense, " The

beloved green place" a term or change that warms my
heart, as it has been, and long will be, true in every

sense, more, by far, than in name.
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PAISLEY.

The many hundreds of years the ancient Romans

possessed Scotland on the banks of the Clyde between

Glasgow and Dumbarton, rendered their claims to

Paisley district not only a necessity, but also a means

to an end, and the district as far inland as the Braes

of Gleniffer—760 feet high—a necessity not only for

the drilling of troops, but also for its many resources.

A grander spot could no where be found, and always

accessible. Renfrew and the Clyde were adjuncts

easily added to the general good of the hosts there.

From the ancient records of the Roman Empire, and

continued after their troops were withdrawn, Paisley

has more or less retained its name or antecedents.

It is one of the links of Glasgow, and joined with it

in very many respects. The ancient Roman power

made the two one, and that oneness remains, and

ever will remain, with the antecedents of the second

Pretorium, Inveresk being the first, on the highest

point in Paisley. The uncovering of grounds at

Inveresk brought out lately valuables of the Roman
settlement there, so would, doubtless, the same be

at Paisley. The long and winding street named

Causeway-side, was entirely a leading one to ever

remaining Braes of Gleniffer—the centre of interest

and of beauty.
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